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When Will Nigeria Immortalise Chimezie Ikeazor SAN?

. whinelo Bob-Osamor

always shudder at the plight of
awaiting mial inmates in Nigeri
Our awaiting trial inmates comprise
of persons acoused of crimes i
If'?gnmmsdﬂnm'm nors o more serious
are usually remanded in
determination of their cases. The
muﬁﬁmxuﬂwh&ﬂm&ﬁemﬁe
: stay andﬂ_::le treatrment meted out to
e is worse the cmes experenced
lack prisoners during the apartheid m‘at:ﬁ
‘vuth Africa. The stench of pulsefaction that
0Zes ot of these unhygienic cells & akin o
‘hat from a pig sty. A colleague who went
2 the police staticon one day and heard the
. amnates singing religious hymns in moumiul
S,

:?jﬂmld that the cell leader was 'wasted' 3
a Mﬂm‘.’N'gﬂ'ﬂE‘ i
rud klﬁl ,i_mb}f police officers without tral,

f those awaitir in MNigeria is nn
foabat matmugofﬂun are so poor that
-hery cannot afford legal services.

It is notable that things were not even this
acd in the 1960s when a young Law grachte
“himezie Tkeazor, moved by compassion for
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 plght o ese

an officer what was going ong he .

humanity and selfless service o his fatherdand,

stariad & crusade for sodal just » A law gracu-
ate of the University of on, Chimezie
Ikeazor was called to the ich Bar in 1954,
Upon his retum, young Chimere decided

o practise Lawe If was in the course of his
practice that he came across so many
pﬁnplﬂhﬂmhmhmmmdarﬁmm
sentation. Touched by the
pless Nigerians, he invited
sonme of his colleagues and mivted the idea
of setting up legal aid for the poor. Like all
&Ld‘tiﬁfﬂasugtﬂtm'ﬂﬂ]"rﬂﬂﬂtlf ir time, his
colleaguies scoffed at it Undaumbed, Chinezie
Ikeazor forged ahead and inaugurated legal
aid for the poor in his
Themafter, he ted Chief Solomon Lar
and Chief Débo [fgﬂlhnfblmed
memory} to serve as his uties in the
Merth and Southwest Nigai:,.P respectively
Thus, the legal aid movernent in Nigeria was
bom. Determined as ever, Chirmesie Tkeazor
Eﬂ}dl—i;mﬂyhnusein&mﬁmmﬁmm

Soan enough he was confronted with the
fact that he could not singehandedl}r realise
the full potential of ‘Eﬁijl i Nigzeria

Chief Tkeazor then told Gen. Obasanjn how
an inmate, Mr Afogbani Aldryemi, had spent

My name is Chuck Nduka-Eze and I am
; practificner. Thad my education
it Warwick University, UK and Ui
o, Migeria. [ was admitted to the Nigen
lar in 1988, The Middle Ternple, UK in 1990
ad The State of California, USA in 1094,
didpu%iiﬂ in the Chambers of Sir
Jesrncncd a 0C and my pupil master
vas Mr. Roderick Johnson l:_{f.llpmrhsed
3the U'K%fur'ﬂdmrsm:etunmd ko
Fem in 1999 and was a inted Legal

wiser;/ Company SBE[L‘TE.IE_I,-’P?;-LDHHW&
‘ank After 2 years'of banking legal advisory
Fork I retumed to private legal practice and
ommercial life in I'have interests in
seal Fstate and Ofl Services and serve an
e board of several companies,

Have you had challenges in your
:uwainahw}:fyandifmwhatwe
ﬁm%ﬂﬂﬂ;&’ : ¢

iy early years as a barvister in Englari
mﬁmﬂﬂwt:rewasalwa}s&fm%
wrson around — whether in Chambers, in
w bar mess or indeed when we tum up
1 0ourt t0 present cases, You felt therefone
ou to be on your best behavior as
n ambassador of your race - as it were, It

ould produce awkward culcomes at times
ut happily the bar in England now has
AT from ethnic minorities — A

‘evelopment much welcomed. Also as a
digerian timntﬁﬂmcﬁ-;ing at Mmﬁ‘:ﬁhbar
e observed b our people tobe
ormewhat over e on the wrong
ide of the fmm—ﬂviswasl'mdl}ra reality
i assisted a young barrister's sense of

onfidence and pride.

T}ﬂn&mg E;ne :)}i:;mrm help the
= linwes of low being seenas a pla e‘f;i
vith total disregard o the of 'uﬁ%ce
add fruth. We are failing in our duty to the
igerian public and unles 5 ing & done
apprtly o amest this development we could
e i very serious rouble as a sodety, If the
wiblic lose faith in the possibility of the law

ing a,forum for effective resolition of their
fn]‘lﬁmm and issues you can only imagine
vhat the nesult will be: T find this situation

1 Migeria extremely tragic and challenging,

What was your worst day as a lawyer?
One of my worst experiences was acting

Bt

ty o |

SRS

between e Brmous
Hirst, and a down-asheel Crdord Art Curator

S TR R

= W‘iﬂ'&‘lﬁt |
ﬁ:‘&ﬂntﬂ'lfﬂlppmi ti:]l.:@'& audierwe with
; ﬂ‘ﬂ't]\"fﬂﬂﬂ.t}"ﬂead of Stafe Cen, AL
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Legal Personality of the Week Chuck Nduka-

Eze

‘As a Lawyer, You have to be Intellectua_lly

Seven years awaiting tral for breaking the
window pane of a big man's honse, an

which upon conviction would have atmded
amwich lighter penalty. Chief Treazor further
told him that it tnok the intervention of the
then Chief Justice of the Western Region,
who was on a prison visitation kb sercune
the release of the inmate. Thit convinced
(General sanjo who oomoborated this in
his forward o Chief Chimnerie eazor's hoak,
Legal Aid for the poor in Nigeria', wheme
he wrote "1 recall that in 1976, as Military
Head of State and Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed forces, the author along with
the then Albormey General of the faderation,
Hon. Dan Thekowie along with other eminent
jurists and legal practifioners convinced me
that a legal aid scheme was inevitable in

Mi B
‘ Migerian Add  Assodation
founded by Chief or culminated in

the promulgation of meLe%a]Aj;lIhm'ee
mwlegalkgd Act Mo, 56 of 1975, The Act
formally introduced the legal aid scheme

intor our Jurisprudence, Chief Tkeazor still:

not satisfied with the extent of the

made thus far, sent a memorandum o the
1979 Constitution Drafting Comimittee, Thie
memorancum by Chief keazror was not only
accepied by the committee, it was copiet
word for word into the 1979 Constitution
under Enforcement of fundamental rights
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Chimezie Ikeazor SAN -

‘of indigent citizens, which was by
section 42 (4){b) of the 1979
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Subsequent
RS Al St o 1:{

H
ia, he

nedtubion of

an interview with Chief Tkeazor on his
i * passionately about legal

birthay, he
aid in Ni was however disappointed
s N
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Chuck Nduka-Exe

Crown Court in England. T had put forward
a most persuasive and convindng defence o

the of based on my belief in his innocence

and suctessfully ssouned his acuittal —only o
beco:‘tg:aitﬂatajb}rl'sim'ujgh?rumm ng
that my advoca

had done the i
ashamed to have 50 ueed bast
the rules of practice accommeodates this.

What was your most memorable
rience?

of my mast memorable recollections

was acting as eounsel in the arlistic dispute

vzl ariest — Damien

1 was

=M Mark Bridger. The cese promised much
as a cause celebre and excited considerable
media interest as Mr Hirst had become

=y g of an enfant terrible of the English
aﬂmﬁmmt Because of fhe congidesable
media interest one was going o be in the
public eye which was quite daunting, T spent
time researching and wanr thivau

report on ¥ hl :
:_sig%lssues anecd came upin the sare Court |

e case

in The main'a

umient puk forward by
M Bridger was capable of bemg

DBridper was a with Criminal Damage
[ for ing, W Hirst's exbit entitled “Asway
| from the Flock” at the Serpentine Gallery,

ar a man accused of rape at Snaresbrook | London, but he argued that he was merely

v AT ke

and |
could establish a dangerous precedent. Mr. |
| for Fus selfless commitment and imepressible

| oourage a5 a nationalist in the straggle for

Ii1i:l]i]'£:§ an artste statement by ad:l;? an
addendurn o the work in furtherence of the
artistic intentions of Mc Hirst. That he was
contributing o the work by continuing the
artistic process and furthermore, fhat since
his conduct actually enhanced the value
of the work he could not be said to have
damnaged the exibit This was an atbmctive
submission t somewhet cis
Tt was true that the publici
his conduct made the exhibit even minds
desirable and exﬁensive bo colleciors bug
this was not Mr. Bridper’s intention when,
he defaced the work and if this defence was
upheld no work of arl will be safe i any
public gallery — case was eventually wion
on the question of inten ram:!publicpﬁ
The cross examination conducted by
counsel was described by the Guandian
Newspaper on ils front page of 19t
1994 as “a sorf of performance art” ang
was evenfually made the subject of a BBC
2 television documentary in its Late Show
mme later that year o

The Judge made the following remarks
i gving his decision “Tn more thart fie
a

countless less than waal cases and fhis
may be numbered among them in due
time"”. T found my litdle role as counsel in
that court drama quite satisfying and Me
Hirst went on b become the mnost famous
contemnporary British artist,
Talso had ihe great burden and

ity of presenting, the petition on behalf of
Aszaba Community to Oputs Panel in 1999

for the 1967 Massacrs of Asaba Jﬁ_lple b,?
igerian,

Forderal Troops at the outset of the
Biafran Waz Ft;;::k:ng for the dead and
voiceless must be one of the sacred fasks
and a high moment for any advocate, We
havie been deprived of the lessons and 1se-
ful recommendations of the Oputa Panel
Commission by the introduction of the
ous permanent injunction into our

| jurisprudence — an injunctive relief hitherto

unknown in any COMMMON j,jw oountTy.,
Who has been ntuéi'i:l&uenﬁal Y

your life? ) i
My lake faller dominated my magination

Nigerian independence and paradoxdcally
afler independence in his struggle against

a half centuries” this court has had | be

. Hopefully wise and ki

uppression of Nigerians by cur fellow courntry-
men. [ also da{g':crihmug from the teachings
of Sir Thomas Moore, M. Gandhi, Martin
Larther King Jnr agd our very own Lt E::l!
Adetnle Fauyi - Great Fajuyi demonstra
the ddmm]ggmﬂamniy notion of a host's
care and protection for his guest and took it
to heighfs unknown in our annals,

Why did you become a

I desired 2 career that made it possible o
do something about important ssues and
the anly pM&lm that afforded a platform
for effective remedial action in the drama of
life was the law. ] also had the opportunity
o observe dad and see ing of
wibiat you can use law o accomplish. So a
combmation of badkpround and choice seems
15 have motivaled my journey.

What would your advice be to anyone

mﬁﬁamiu the law?
That Taw should mean more to them than

just a platform for iTing wiealth and the
15:. 'l."l'ﬂs;tiae Is aa;.;u;cial w%lfmx—'- 1:111:;-.:5{;
o the law that all aspiring lawyers
s conbeious of helt:-gectitre of where their
mareets ke thern. Adpiring lawyers should
mead widely and have a sense of history so
they can acquire the breadth of knowledge
{0 be of use to those who need thelr service
and assistance. You have to be intellectually
ashute and wiss to do the job convincingly:
Integrity is also an indispensable attribuie
and a tare quality in the times we live in.

If you did not become a lawyer, what -
WHLHI u have chosen?

I'had great interest in and affection for
History and could easily have become an
acacdemic in some dassroom cing
onﬁmaxwen. lsnf&u:pas-tané the lessons
of history — a thoroughly enjovable and
refreshing prospect.

Where do you see in ten years?
; m wledgeable enough
o impart some msight o ﬂgﬁ'aungﬁ ones. 1
will likee to retire o a of great works
that hint at the potenitial of man to change his
environment and sifuation despite the odds.

Tt will be great o be part of a much needed

effort o get our o love ourselves more
and io glve se y to the country we are
privileged o call our own.
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